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AB STRACT
All liberal arts courses, at Macomb County Community

College where teacher contact with students exceeded the hours for
which Students obtained academic credit were examined, and
comparisons were made with five neighboring universities and eight
neighboring community colleges. Macomb's pradiice of paying'for
additional teachiig time out of general revenues was found to be the
most usual practice among the schools In the sample. However, for
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ratio, considerable savings would result; because instructors would`
be generating more credit hours per-full teaching load. Calculating
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$117,564 would have been the savings in liberal arts, for 1974-75.
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Tne college subsidizes a considerable amount of teaching for which

it receives no funding from the. student or from the state. There are many

courses where the hours a teacher is in contact with his students exceed

the hours for which the students obtain academic credit; in each of these

ry

cases, the college pays for this additional teaching time Out of general

revenues. For instance, in Physical Education activities courses, such

as tennis or swimming, the college pays for two teacher contact hgurs;

the student and the state pay for only one. ,Obviously if the gap between,

. contact and credit hours were narrowed, the college Would save. However,

two questions must be answered: 1) is Macomb's practice the usual one at

most Michigan colleges? 2) are there Michigan colleges where the contact -

credit `hour ratio is considerably lower than Macomb's for parallel courses?:

All liberal arts courses where contact exceeded credit flours in 1974-

75 were examined and comparisons were made with five neighboring universities

and eight neighboring community colleges.' As tt-turned out, Macomb's

.practice in assigning excess contact hours was the most usual one in our

sample. However, wide variante.exists,and we found that there was at legst

one post-secondary" institution in our sample, usually a'university, which

had a contact-credit hour ratio considerably lower than Macomb's. If

Macomb adopted this lower contact-credit hour ratio, considerable saving

would, result. In Physical Education' activities courses alone, the college

would have saved $104,229 by moving to Eastern Michigan's 1:1 ratio. In

liberdl arts courses, total saving by-moving-Macomb's' courses to the low

point in the range would'have been $357,504. The savings would have-re-.

sulted from the fact that each instructor teaching a course in a laboratory

science, in sudi art or in language, music or physical education would
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have been generating more credit hours per full teaching load; For instance,

two Chemistry 118's were a full load: 14 contact, but only 8 credit hours.

Under the new system it would take 3.such courses to add up to a full' load:

15 contact, 12 credit houd2

$357,504 would have bain the savings only in liberal arts and only ,

for 1974-75. The savings now.would be higher because more sections are

-.{

offered. In adqitipn, the savings would probably increase

\
1) if our sample were enlarged to include all Michigan post-secondary

institutions. As a result, the low'point in the contact-credit

nour range would in all probability be lowered for some courses;

2) if the 104 Macomb courses in occupational areas where contact

exceed credit hol were considered;

if we added Oactor that would Account for additional courses Students

might take beCause they were going to school fewer hours for the

same academic credit.

Finally, what of tne argumentsagainst this reduction of contact

hours? It is not possible to argue that it increases teacher load,

becauSe it does not. Nor is it possible to argue that it is educationally

e'unsound.because all changes would be in conformity attn regional educa-

tional practice.
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2Because the savings would be in extra contractual and part-time pay, only
11

these fuqlswere used in making our calculatifrs..
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15re chanoos have *catered since this tiae, but they Man not taken irte consideration.
The study cannot he updated until the financial.

#
data Foe tho arrant year is available.

there were no comonrsblo'crrsos In the amble, sa the sine ratio was used as in Physics 110 and 120.
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